The Central Processing Unit

Computers are often defined by their processors. The Central Processing Unit (CPU) gives an indication of the processing power of the computer. It defines what kinds of software can run on the computer. It also controls the rest of the computer's components.

The processor carries out the instructions that transform data into meaningful information. In a personal computer, processors often comprise of one or more microprocessors. Microprocessors are silicon chips etched with tiny electronic circuits. Data is sent into these electronic circuits in the form of electricity to complete an instruction. The microprocessor houses almost all of the computer's central processing unit on a single chip. The terms, microprocessor and central processing unit are often used interchangeably. 

